Chapter One: The Quay
At first light, Mara carried the brass lantern to the empty quay. The tide had erased every footprint except one narrow trail beside the warehouse door.
She opened the ledger and found a name written twice: once in black ink, once in blue. The difference looked small, but the harbour master treated it as a warning.
Chapter Two: The Inventory
The lower shelf held three maps, a cracked compass, and a sealed packet. Mara recorded each object before moving it, because order mattered more than speed.
A page torn from the back of the ledger listed a destination beyond the northern shoal. The final line stopped after the word river, as if the writer had been interrupted.
Chapter Three: The Crossing
By noon the fog had thinned. Mara followed the marked channel and kept the lantern covered until the boat passed the last buoy.
She did not know whether the repeated name described one traveller or two. She knew only that the same uncertainty should not multiply in every later copy.
Chapter Four: The Return
The packet contained no treasure, only a corrected manifest and a short note. The blue name was the approved form; the black name had survived from an earlier draft.
Mara returned the ledger before dusk. She left the lantern on the quay, where the next reader could begin with the right record instead of repeating her search.
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